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YWCA BOSTON ANNOUNCES 

RACIAL JUSTICE AWARD WINNER

The Reverend Professor Peter J. Gomes to be Honored at the 

YWCA Boston Women’s Leadership Gala and Benefit Auction

on June 13, 2007
Boston, MA – May 4, 2007 – The YWCA Boston announced today the 2007 winner of the Racial Justice Award. The YW’s Board and guests will fête the honoree at the 13th annual Women’s Leadership Gala and Benefit Auction -- “A Night with the Academy” -- scheduled to take place for the first time in the evening on Wednesday, June 13, at the Sheraton Boston Hotel.

Receiving the 2007 Racial Justice Award, given each year to individuals who further the YWCA Boston’s goal of fighting for racial justice and empowering women, will be The Reverend Peter J. Gomes, Plummer Professor of Christian Morals, Pusey Minister in the Memorial Church, Harvard University, and member of the Faculty of Harvard Divinity School.

“Professor Gomes has played an integral role in advocating for women in the ministry as well as in society,” said Sylvia Ferrell-Jones, President & CEO of the YWCA Boston. “During his continued service in The Memorial Church he supported the first female Lutheran minister in 1972, and in 1989 he appointed the first woman as assistant minister. Professor Gomes is truly an inspiration for positive change in communities including in the integration of women into positions from which they were previously denied appointments.”
Born in Boston, Massachusetts in 1942, The Reverend Professor Peter J. Gomes is an American Baptist minister, ordained to the Christian Ministry by The First Baptist Church of Plymouth, Massachusetts.  A member of the Faculty of Arts and Sciences and of the Faculty of Divinity of Harvard University, Professor Gomes holds degrees from Bates College (A.B., 1965) and Harvard Divinity School (S.T.B.,1968); and thirty-three honorary degrees. Professor Gomes is widely regarded as one of America’s most distinguished preachers and fulfills preaching and lecturing engagements throughout America and the British Isles. The author of many books, Professor Gomes is currently working on his memoirs.

For reservations, information, and sponsorship opportunities with the YWCA Boston’s Women’s Leadership Gala and Benefit Auction, please visit www.ywcaboston.org/wle, or call Catherine Clark, Director of Institutional Advancement at 617-585-5480 or email cclark@ywcaboston.org.

###

About YWCA Boston

The YWCA Boston is the oldest in the country, established 141 years ago to promote the economic, social, and political advancement of women.  The modern YWCA's mission of empowering women and eliminating racism is carried out locally in housing, youth development programs, and health and wellness initiatives for women and girls throughout the entire city.
The YWCA Boston provides safe and affordable housing at The Berkeley Residence in the South End and at the newly renovated, historic headquarters building at 140 Clarendon Street, offering short-term and permanent housing to over 2,500 individuals annually from diverse backgrounds, aged 18-90. 

Generations Learning Together (GLT) serves grandparents raising their grandchildren at the nation's first GrandFamilies House in Dorchester. Through the nationally recognized ENCOREPlus program, the YWCA Boston fulfills its vital role of bridging the gap between low-income and immigrant women and healthcare providers, delivering breast health education and screening programs in underserved communities. 

The new Health & Wellness Center for Women and Girls will directly address disparities in health care and disease outcomes among Boston’s women and girls of color and among new immigrants. 

The YWCA Boston enables youth's voices to be heard through its Youth Voice Collaborative (YVC), an after-school and summer program designed to impart critical thinking and leadership skills to middle and high school students, utilizing a novel and highly successful media literacy curriculum. 

The Academy of Women Achievers, founded in 1995, celebrates the accomplishments of Boston's most successful women from the business, education, philanthropy, arts, legal, media, and medical communities. 

For more information, please visit www.ywcaboston.org.
